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A NETWORK FOR THE
COORDINATION AND
ADVANCEMENT OF SUB-SAHARAN
AFRICA–EU SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY COOPERATION

CAAST-Net is a four-year joint

In support of its goal, CAAST-Net has

EUROPEAN COMMISSION – RESEARCH:

Africa–Europe platform dedicated to

a range of activity clusters aiming:
• To support and inform existing Europe–Africa S&T
policy dialogue and cooperation processes.
• To identify and prioritise common research areas of
mutual interest and benefit, especially for inclusion
in the thematic priorities of the FP7 Cooperation
Programme, harnessing cooperation to address specific
problems faced locally and regionally within Africa, as
well as common problems of a global nature.
• To promote synergy between Europe–Africa S&T
partnerships and development cooperation instru
ments in order to enhance the creation and application
of new knowledge in support of achieving the MDGs,
poverty alleviation and economic growth.
• To undertake specific activities dedicated to strength
ening of the participation of African countries in the
framework programme through a series of events
aimed at raising awareness, providing information,
brokering partnerships and optimising synergies.
• To monitor the performance and impact of EuropeAfrica S&T cooperation under the Framework
Programme to inform future cooperation policy.

THE SEVENTH FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME

advancing bi-regional cooperation
in science and technology
The Joint Africa–EU Strategic Partnership, endorsed at
the December 2007 Summit in Lisbon, is a political vision
and roadmap for the future cooperation between the
two continents in existing and new areas. Cooperation
between Europe and Africa in the field of science and
technology, with its long and multifaceted history, is
one of the pillars supporting the increasingly diverse
relationship between our two continents and is a strand
running both explicitly and implicitly through the joint
strategy and its first action plan.
Against the background of a global consensus that
indigenous capacity in science and technology is an essen
tial pre-requisite to economic competitiveness, sustainable
development and poverty reduction, the Network for the
Coordination and Advancement of sub-Saharan AfricaEU Science & Technology Cooperation (CAAST-Net)
has been developed as a high-level platform, financed by
the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme
(FP7), to advance international cooperation between
Europe and Africa for mutual benefit.
CAAST-Net’s goal is an increase in the quality and
quantity of bi-regional cooperation in science and
technology between Europe and Africa, targeting
areas of mutual interest and benefit through greater
use of instruments under the FP7, as well as though
other instruments of international cooperation, and
though lobbying for greater synergy between R&D and
development instruments.
Visit the CAAST-Net website at
www.caast- net.org

Building a CAAST-Net community
Many of CAAST-Net’s activities, such as brokerage events,
conferences, information days and thematic discussion
platforms are open to participation by interested parties.
CAAST-Net has an open “door-policy” to its wider
stakeholder community and is dedicated to continued
dialogue and networking with our stakeholder community.
We strongly encourage engagement with the project by all
stakeholders to share information, and to be kept informed
of opportunities.
For more information, and to express interest in
CAAST-Net activities, please contact the project
coordinator, Dr Andy Cherry, the regional coordinator
for Africa, Dr Eric Mwangi, or the project administrative
officer, Ms Sara Calamassi.

(2007–2013)
FP7 CAPACITIES PROGRAMME
Enhancing research and innovation capacities.
Supporting the coherent development of policies.
Complementing the Cooperation programme.
Supporting the coordination of national programmes
on international scientific cooperation, and the
various international cooperation actions under the
different programmes of FP7.
Reinforcing the bilateral S&T cooperation with
targeted third countries.
Supporting bi-regional coordination of S&T cooper
ation including priority setting and definition of
S&T cooperation policies; bringing together policy
makers, scientific community, civil society and
private sector stakeholders from the EU and third
countries to identify priorities and define policy
orientations.
The European Commission is supporting six INCO-NETS,
each representing a bi-regional relationship between the
EU and
• Western Balkan countries
• Mediterranean Partner countries
• Eastern European and Central Asia
• Latin America
• Africa
• Asia

